
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE  Two Preludes on “Creator of the Stars of Night” Gerald Near
   Hermann Schroeder 

* HYMN 12 People, Look East  Besançon  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 146:2-5): 

Leader: Let us praise the LORD as long as we live 

People: We will sing praises to our God all our lives 

Leader: Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there 
 is no help 

People: When their breath departs, they return to the earth 

Leader: Happy are those whose hope is in the LORD their God 

People: God made heaven and earth, and keeps faith with us forever! 
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INTROIT  DuFay 

Conditor alme siderum, aeterna lux credentium, 
Christe, redemptor omnium, exaudi preces supplicum. 
Qui condolens interitu mortis perire saeculum, 
salvasti mundum languidum, donans reis remedium, 
 

Creator of the stars of night, Thy people's everlasting light, 
Jesu, Redeemer, save us all, and hear Thy servants when they call. 
Thou, grieving that the ancient curse should doom to death a universe, 
hast found the medicine, full of grace, to save and heal a ruined race.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, your love for the world was revealed in the way your 
Son touched people's lives with healing, compassion, and justice.  
Forgive us when our lives have failed to show your love.  Forgive us 
for the times we have failed to serve those in need.  Cleanse us of any 
shameful attitudes of mind and heart that keep us from doing your 
will.  Fill us with anticipation as we await the coming of your Son.  
This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE       Candi and Jeremiah Urena   

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN Karen Fountain, Heifer Representative 
Congregation sings while children come forward with animals: 

"He's Got the Whole World in His Hands" 

* HYMN 367 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love  Chereponi 

+ Children leave for Church School Classes. Youth remain for worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 35:1-10     

ANTHEM Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes Mark Sirrett 

 Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by any din of drums.  
 Nor his manners, nor his airs. Nor by anything he wears.  
 Thou shalt know him when he comes.  
 Not by his crown or by his gown.  
 But his coming known shall be,  
 by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 11:2-11 

SERMON “Glass Half-Full” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY O Come, O Rod of Jesse’s Stem Joel Martinson 

 O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, from every foe deliver them  
 That trust your power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave. 
 Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 O come, O key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; 
 Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice… 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 1 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  Stuttgart  

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Finale on “Creator of the Stars of Night” Guilmant 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 
The Vespers hymn for Advent, 'Conditor alme siderum', dates to the 7th-
century. This hymn spans all of salvation history, from creation to the end of  
time when the entire created order will be redeemed and caught up in the life  
of the Trinity. It is particularly well-suited to the season of Advent because it 
alludes both to Christ's coming at Christmas for our salvation, and to His final 
return in glory. Two stanzas of the hymn are sung as the Introit today: one in the  
original plainchant and the other in a fauxbordun setting by Guillaume DuFay 
(1397-1474). The prelude and postlude are both drawn from various organ 
settings of this tune.  
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 35:1-10 (NRSV) 
 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,  
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not 
fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become  
a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be 
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel 
on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up 
on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
 



  

 

Matthew 11:2-11 (NRSV) 
 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 
word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come,  
or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed 
in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending 
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen  
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven  
is greater than he. 

 
*     *     *     *     * 




